
IALJS-18 General Business Meeting minutes 
 
President Tobias Eberwein called the meeting to order at 2:49 p.m., 
welcomed everyone, and thanked the conference hosts and the organizing 
committee. 
 
Tobias announced that to increase transparency IALJS will put out a call for 
future conference hosts immediately after the conference. 
 
Tobias called for any comments or corrections in regard to last year’s 
business meeting minutes.  
 
Approval of the minutes from IALJS-17 in Gdansk, Poland was moved and 
seconded. They were unanimously approved. 
 
Kevin Lerner read the Treasurer’s report on behalf of Lisa Phillips, who was 
unable to attend. Kevin Lerner, IALJS Secretary, was added to the IALJS 
Key Bank account. Lisa Phillips took over as Treasurer and is learning the 
ropes of the job. At the end of 2023, we had a $84,197.74 balance in our 
KeyBank account and a 2,451.57 balance in PayPal, a total increase of 
$7,269.77 from 2022. Our 2023 revenue was 14,740 and our expenses 
totaled $7,849.33, with a net increase of $6,890.67. The disparity is likely 
owing to no significant journal expenses in 2023; we’ll likely be “catching 
up” in 2024.   
 
Kevin then reported in his role as Corresponding Secretary that he was 
learning the role as well, and was happy to have gotten added to the Key 
Bank account. 
 
He also then read the report from Membership Secretary Mitzi Lewis, who 
was also unable to attend. As of May 26, 2024, IALJS has 85 members 
from 23 countries. For comparison, as of May 16, 2023, IALJS had 105 
from 24 countries. The United States had the highest representation with 
28 members. Australia came second, with 14, followed by Canada with 
nine and Portugal with eight. 
 
Isabel Nery gave the research report. The number of submissions stayed 
high despite being in Australia. Tobias recapped the discussion from the 



executive meeting about increasing numbers of completed research 
papers. The executive committee decided to accept papers based on 
extended abstracts with commitment from authors to write a full paper in 
the long run, with a goal of increasing the number of full research papers 
presented, as opposed to works in progress. The committee will assess the 
progress at IALJS-19.  
 
Rob Alexander presented on behalf of the program committee. They 
received ten proposals and accepted nine. Isabel Nery created a form for 
research and panel proposals that really cut the burden. 
 
Willa McDonald presented on behalf of the conference cohosts. For the 
IALJS-18 conference report. The conference had three sponsors and two 
keynotes for the first time.  
 
Willa also represented the awards committee and President Tobias 
Eberwein presented the awards. Two recipients were present in person, 
two not present. 
 
Jeff Neely presented the publicity report. Most of his work involved 
forwarding emails to the “big list.” He noted that there had been some talk 
about finding a new way to manage the big list and publicize the work we 
do in more strategic ways.  
 
Bill Reynolds then presented the Literary Journalism Studies journal preort. 
Bill put out a call for a book review editor. Jacquie Marino volunteered. He 
asked for call for letters of interest in the position, which can be sent to Bill. 
 
Tobias recapped a brief report from Jonathan Fitzgerald on the newsletter 
and the website. Tom Doig followed with a brief recap of social media 
activity. 
 
The Secretary did not receive a graduate students committee report. 
 
The nominating committee reported that there was not much to say, as this 
was not an election year for the Association. The process is likely to be 
changing with new guidance from the ad hoc governance committee.  
 



Alice Trinidade reported for the finance committee: in short, we are healthy.  
 
Rob Alexander reported for the Governance Review Committee. The 
committee would spend the year reviewing the governance structures.  
 
The Joint Programming Committee reported that ESSE is no longer done, 
with John Bak stepping down. Isabel Meuret said that she would take the 
lead on working on cooperation.  
 
ACLA: Melita Roe noted that the dates of the conference overlap with next 
year’s IALJS.  
 
AEJMC: Rob Alexander reported that it this collaboration is ongoing. 
Jacquie Marino: Pointed out that we do have a panel at AEJMC.  
 
The Latino American committee asked to add a Portuguese-speaking 
member, who will be voted upon. Rita nominated to be co-chair and 
approved by acclamation. 
 
New business:  
 
Alice Trinidade presented a proposal for institutional membership. She will 
send a proposal for an amendment to the bylaws, which will be sent to the 
membership for voting.  
 
Jan Miklas-Frankowski reported on a new institute at the University of 
Gdansk. Reportage will be the main research area of the institute. The idea 
is to create a center for reportage. He said that they need from IALJS 
official agreement of cooperation, helpful for helping the institute get off the 
ground, under the supervision and initiative of IALJS. Tobias said that they 
might be open to other institutions that would like to have similar 
agreements. 
 
Sue Joseph suggested returning the breakfast for students, which is also 
good for helping with succession plans for leadership positions. Sue said 
she remembered seeing Tobias there, and now he is president. Tobias 
reiterated that we need to nurture graduate students more generally/ 
 



Isabel Soares suggested a Ph.D. student debate group about literary 
journalism studies.  
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:53 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kevin Lerner, Corresponding Secretary 


